
Comparing California and Federal VOC Regulations 
Bill Balek, Director of Legislative and Environmental Services  

ISSA, The Worldwide Cleaning Industry Association 
 

 
 

Presenter biography 
 
Bill Balek is the Director of Legislative and Environmental Services for ISSA, a non-profit trade association 
representing the commercial cleaning industry, where he oversees the association’s legislative, regulatory and 
environmental programs.   Bill has over 25 years of experience working with various laws and regulations that have a 
direct impact on the cleaning industry including those requirements that relate directly to occupational safety and 
health, transportation of hazardous materials, hazard communication, the registration and sale of EPA registered 
products, and the regulation of volatile organic compounds. 
 
In recent years, Bill has focused on issues related to green cleaning and environmental preferability in general.   
 
Bill is an attorney licensed to practice in Illinois, and recently earned an MBA in marketing from DePaul University 
Kellstadt Graduate School of Business. 
 
 
 
 
Presentation abstract 
 
Both the U.S. EPA and California have established regulations that limit the volatile organic compound (VOC) content 
of commercial and consumer products to reduce the formation of ozone in the lower atmosphere which is a health 
and environmental hazard.  However, while both the California and federal regulations are driven by the same 
concerns, they are at opposite ends of the spectrum in terms of the extent to which they regulate VOCs.  This session 
will compare and contrast the federal and California VOC regulations and provide a brief overview of the other state 
VOC regulations.   
 


